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Edexcel is one of the leading exam ining and awarding bodies in the UK and 

throughout  the world. We provide a wide range of qualificat ions including 

academ ic, vocat ional, occupat ional and specific program m es for em ployers.  

Through a network of UK and overseas offices, Edexcel’s cent res receive the 

support  they need to help them  deliver their  educat ion and t raining 

program m es to learners.  

For further inform at ion, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our 

GCSE team  on 0844 576 0027, or visit  our website at  www.edexcel.com .  

 

I f you have any subject  specific quest ions about  the content  of this 

Exam iners’ Report  that  require the help of a subject  specialist , you m ay find 

our Ask  Th e Ex p er t  em ail service helpful.   

 

Ask The Expert  can be accessed online at  the following link:   

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / Aboutus/ contact -us/   

 

Alternat ively, you can contact  our Languages Advisor direct ly by sending an 

em ail to Alistair  Drewery on 

LanguagesSubjectAdvisor@EdexcelExperts.co.uk.   

You can also telephone 0844 576 0035 to speak to a m em ber of our subject  

advisor team . 

 

( I f you are calling from  outside the UK please dial +  44 1204 770 696 and 

state that  you would like to speak to the Languages subject  specialist ) .  

 

 

 

 

 

June 2011 

Publicat ions Code UG027440 

All the m ater ial in this publicat ion is copyright  

©  Edexcel Ltd 2011 

 

 



 

Gen er a l  Com m en t s 

 

The candidates in this paper were asked to choose two topics out  of six, and 

to write around 300 words about  each of them . The m axim um  m ark for 

each was 30. The 30 m arks were awarded to content  and com m unicat ion 

(18 m arks) , language applicat ion (6 m arks)  and accuracy of writ ing (6 

m arks) . 

 

Quest ions were set  to cover a variety of areas of study, and writ ing styles.  

Candidates’ responses and choices of answers were m ore precise and 

focused than in previous series.  

 

Candidates’ perform ance:  

Quest ions 1, 3 and 4 were very popular am ong the candidates. The scoring 

of m arks here was m uch higher than those of previous years. Candidates 

at tem pted all quest ions, however the least  popular quest ion was the picture 

quest ion, but  those who at tem pted it  were m ore focused and perform ed 

bet ter than in previous years.  Candidates seem ed to have benefited 

substant ially from  previous exam s.  This was shown in their  answers to 

writ ing quest ions, which m ay have been brought  about  by candidates 

reading and understanding of texts from  previous papers.  However 

candidates are advised to:   

a)  enrich their general knowledge through reading different  styles of 

writ ings from  books, m agazines, newspapers, internet  as well as 

acquir ing knowledge from  other m edia sources.   

b)  read and understand previous paper 1 I nternat ional GCSE exam  

passages which norm ally carry valuable inform at ion that  can be very 

helpful when answering writ ing quest ions.   

c)  read the m odel sam ple answers of previous years’ writ ing quest ions in 

the official Edexcel I nternat ional GCSE Arabic – First  Language student  

book published in June 2011.   

 

Candidates should be fam iliar with the form at  of the quest ion paper. Many 

candidates used the blank pages to finish their  answers when they had run 

out  of writ ing space. Cent res should advise candidates to ask for addit ional 

writ ing sheets rather than write their  responses on ‘blank pages’.   

 

Therefore candidates are advised to:   

a)   adhere to writ ing on the designated lined pages in the answer book.   

b)   clearly m ark the quest ion of their  choice and answer it  in the specified 

area ( lined pages)  ensuring that  there isn’t  any answer of any other 

quest ion in the sam e area. For exam ple, answering quest ion 1 as well as 

quest ion 2 in the sam e lined pages that  are specified for quest ion 1 only.   

c)   ask for ext ra lined paper from  invigilators should the specified area not  

be enough for an answer.  

d)   avoid writ ing on pages where it  says ‘blank page’.   

 

 

  



 

I t  is im portant  that  candidates equip them selves with sufficient  inform at ion 

in preparat ion for the writ ing exam .  Teachers m ay wish to consult  the new 

Edexcel I nternat ional GCSE Arabic – First  Language student  book published 

in June 2011:   

 

ht tp: / / www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/ Secondary/ ModernLanguage

s/ I GCSE/ EdexcelI GCSEArabic1stLanguage/ EdexcelI GCSEArabic1stLanguage.

aspx 

 

 

  



 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 
 
 
The m odern foreign languages specificat ions share a com m on design, but  

the assessm ents in different  languages are not  ident ical. Grade boundaries 

at  unit  level reflect  these differences in assessm ents, ensuring that  

candidate outcom es across these specificat ions are com parable at  

specificat ion level.  

 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website 

on this link:  ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Further copies of this publicat ion are available from  

I nternat ional Regional Offices at  www.edexcel.com / internat ional 

 

 

For more informat ion on Edexcel qualificat ions, please v isit   

www.edexcel.com  
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www.edexcel.com / ask or on +  44 1204 770 696 
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